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SUB J : ECONOMIC COOPERATION MINISTER BAHR'S CONCERNS 
OVER UNCTAD IV. 

1 . DURING MY MARCH 8 CONVERSATION WITH ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION MINISTER BAHR, HE SAID HE WAS MOST ANXIOUS 
TO ESTABLISH CONTACT WITH SOMEONE ON THE AMERICAN SIDE 
TO DISCUSS THE OUTLOOK OF UNCTAD IV. BAHR TOLD ME THAT 
OUR POSITION SET FORTH IN THE SECRETARY'S PROPOSALS 

AT THE UN SEVENTH SPECIAL SESSION HAD BEEN DECISIVE FOR 
THE SUCCESS OF THAT SESSION. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT 
THE U.S. WOULD NOT RETREAT FROM THIS POSITION. 

2. HE WAS PARTICULARLY FEARFUL OF A U.S. RETREAT, SINCE 
HE SENSED A RETREAT IN THE MORE REASONABLE APPROACH OF 
THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN NEW YORK. FOR EXAMPLE, IN 
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MANILA THEY MOVED BACKWARDS, AND BAHR SAID THAT IT WAS 
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EXCEEDINGLY IMPORTANT THIS YEAR THAT WE 
DO SOMETHING CONCRETE. 

3. BAHR REGRETTED THAT HIS PROPOSALS OF A DEBT 
MORATORIUM HAD BEEN VETOED BOTH BY THE GERMAN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY AND BY THE GERMAN FINANCE MINISTRY. HE WAS 
PESSIMISTIC, HOWEVER, AS TO WHETHER WE COULD AVOID AN 
OVERALL DEBT CONFERENCE THIS YEAR. THE ONLY POSSIBLE 
APPROACH HE COULD SEE WOULD BE A SERIOUS EFFORT TO 
SOLVE THE PROBLEMS OF THE MOST SERIOUSLY AFFECTED 
DEBTORS AND THEREBY DEFLECT INTEREST IN AN OVERALL 
CONFERENCE. 

4. BAHR POINTED OUT THAT CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN 
THE FRG AND THE U.S. DURING THE SPECIAL SESSION HAD 
RESULTED IN AN ISOLATION OF THE USSR. AN ISOLATION 
WHICH MAY HAVE TEMPTED THE SOVIETS INTO THEIR RECENT 
AFRICAN INITIATIVES. I ASKED BAHR WHY HE THOUGHT THE 
U.S. MIGHT BE RETREATING. HE COULD ONLY SAY THAT THE 
POSITIONS OF SOME OF OUR REPRESENTATIVES IN PARIS 
SUGGESTED TO HIM THAT WE MAY BE BACKTRACKING. I 
ASSURED BAHR THAT WE HAD ABSOLUTELY NO INFORMATION TO 
SUGGEST SUCH BACKTRACKING AND THAT WE IN THE EMBASSY 
WERE ONLY AWARE OF DISCUSSIONS ON HOW SECRETARY 
KISSINGER S PROGRAM COULD BE EFFECTIVELY PURSUED. 
HILLENBRAND 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC COOPERATION, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BONN03870 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760088-0018 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760385/aaaacxiv.tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 MAR 2004 by MartinML>; APPROVED <29 JUL 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ECONOMIC COOPERATION MINISTER BAHR'S CONCERNS OVER UNCTAD IV. 

TAGS: EGEN, PFOR, CY, GE, US, UNCTAD, (BAHR, EGON) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



